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reports will have prepared Your Majesty for this or even possibly
for a somewhat wider recommendation ; and he loses no time in
telegraphing to Your Majesty the most essential parts of the
Memorandum.
It is a paper rough in form and needing a little handling before
it could be actually spoken ; but the essence and spirit would be
wholly unchanged. . . .
1205                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                                  z6th April. 1885.
I await fuller details on reasons of reversal of policy.x Financial
question was respected as a matter of course and Russian complica-
tion arose before I left England ; yet you gave me no hint.
1206   (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
[Telegram]                                                  x6th April. 1885.
... In elucidating report of yesterday humbly lay before
Your Majesty following considerations. Decision of February
taken on assumption that Berber could be taken this season ;
expedition to Khartoum would not involve very large addition
to Wolseley's force ; Mahdi might advance, imperil retirement
and threaten Egypt ; apparent check to our arms might have
serious effect in India and that Country would support Govern-
ment.
Since then great changes in all these points. Berber has not
been taken ; Wolseley's demands have greatly increased ; Mahdi
has not advanced ; forces can be retired ; Egypt can be de-
fended elsehow ; circumstances have wholly altered in India.
Examining general position Cabinet has considered as explained
in telegram of yesterday.
1207                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                                April 16-17. 1885.
Received letter and telegrams. Wish no final decision to be
taken till you receive letter. You entirely overlook the moral
effect of so hasty a change of policy. Those on the spot must be
best judges, especially Lord Wolseley.
* In the Sudan.